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GENERAL
All local universities seem to have
similar courses and special programmes.
What sets your university apart from
the rest?
NUS
NUS is the oldest and largest university in
Singapore. It is a research intensive university
where its faculty members are involved in cuttingedge research. It also offers a comprehensive suite
of courses from the Humanities, to Business to
Science and Technology. This variety, coupled with
NUS expertise, translates into a unique learning
experience where students enjoy an unrestricted
elective space and are given the option of either
deep specialization in one particular area or mixing
and matching different majors and minors.

NTU
Similar to NUS, NTU is a research intensive
university. Unique to NTU, however, are courses
such as Sports Science, Chinese Medicine and
Education. It also offers a Work-Study Degree
programme like SIT and just like SMU, NTU also
has a city campus presence for its Lee Kong Chian
School of Medicine located in Novena whereas the
Jurong West campus offers the other courses and a
hostel experience.

GENERAL
All local universities seem to have
similar courses and special programmes.
What sets your university apart from
the rest?
SMU
In SMU, all students are guaranteed a second major
and SMU is noted for its academic flexibility which
allows unrestricted combinations of courses. Despite
the COVID challenges, SMU guarantees 100% global
exposure and students will have the chance to go
abroad. SMU is Singapore’s only university which is
fully located in a central location. The small class size
enhances student collaboration and allows even
introverts to develop presentation and teamwork
skills. Internships are compulsory at SMU as SMU
believes in exposing students to the real world so
SMU students complete on average 2-6 internships
during their time in university. This focus on
adaptability to real world situations, which is a
hallmark of the SMU education, is why SMU
graduates perform well in employment surveys. In
fact, in the latest graduate employment survey, SMU
graduates scored the highest when it came to mean
and median salaries.

GENERAL
All local universities seem to have similar
courses and special programmes. What sets
your university apart from the rest?

SUTD
SUTD focuses on teaching students to be critical thinkers
and its curriculum structure requires students to apply
knowledge across different disciplines. This learning
culminates in a final year capstone project which is multidisciplinary in nature. Hence, SUTD students also
outperform their peers in critical, innovative and multidisciplinary thinking.

SUSS
SUSS is an applied learning university which means it
offers specialized degrees rather than a generic degree
programme. SUSS targets both fresh school leavers and
adult learners, with a focus on the social sciences, service
learning, holistic and inter-disciplinary learning.

GENERAL
All local universities seem to have similar
courses and special programmes. What sets
your university apart from the rest?

SIT
Similar to SUSS, SIT is also an applied learning
university. The emphasis is heavier on the sciences and
technologies and SIT offers very specialized degrees, such
as Artificial Intelligence instead of a general computing
degree or Marine Engineering instead of just Engineering.
It also offers programmes unique to SIT such as
physiotherapy and speech therapy that are undergirded
by a stint with local industries. It has a joint-degree
programme jointly offered by both SIT and its overseas
university partners such as the University of Glasgow and
Technical University of Munich etc.

GENERAL
Will students who enter universities other
than the Big 3 be disadvantaged in any
way when they enter the real world?
SUTD
SUTD’s students are very much sought after by employers
(96% hired within 6 months, more than half with 2 or
more job offers) and continue to do very well in their
career progression. Even though SUTD is a smaller
university, all the opportunities provided are not reserved
for an elite pool, but available for all in the community.
Hence students do not necessarily lose out if they can take
advantage of all the development opportunities SUTD has
to offer.

SUSS
Not at all. SUSS curriculum and programmes have been
designed to train our graduates to be career-ready. Besides
the academics, SUSS students will fulfil a 24-week work
attachment. More than 94% of SUSS graduates secured
full time employment within 6 months of completing their
final exams despite the challenges faced in the current
COVID-19 pandemic.

GENERAL
Will students who enter universities other
than the Big 3 be disadvantaged in any
way when they enter the real world?
SIT
Based off the 2020 Joint Autonomous University Graduate
Employment Survey, 95% of SIT graduates are hired
within 6 months of completing their studies. Mean gross
starting monthly salary is on an upward trajectory at
$3675, with some graduates in some programmes such as
in ICT Computing Science earning up to $5000 from the
get go. SIT has strong industry links through Industry
Advisory Committees and input from professional bodies
to develop, review and align our curriculum with evolving
industry needs. This means SIT's curriculum is focused on
real industry needs. SIT's key feature, the 6-12 month
Integrated Work Study Programme (IWSP) also gives
students an opportunity for substantial exposure to
industry, and some have managed to secure jobs at their
IWSP companies. There are also other resources such as
industry exposures, industry mentorship, career coaching,
networking events and career success workshops available.

GENERAL
If my child intends to take a gap year
after the A Level, how does he/she go
about applying to the university?
Students can apply at the next admission cycle when
the student is ready to enter university.
Unfortunately, universities can only reserve a place
for students who are serving NS.

ADMISSIONS
Can the different universities share
what they would like to see in their
students? E.g. What would a typical NUS
student be like? How would a graduate
from NTU differ from a SUTD graduate?

NUS
An NUS student demonstrates innovation, resilience,
excellence, respect and integrity which are the core
NUS values.
NTU
NTU students possess transferable skills and are able
to transition well between different jobs and careers.
They ought to possess a lifelong learning mindset,
cognitive agility and are ready for the world.

SMU
SMU students ought to possess 3 core attributes:
intellectual curiosity, good communication skills, and
are students with both aptitude and positive attitude.
In SMU, a strong passion and openness to learning,
and a belief in community service are important
values that are emphasized.

ADMISSIONS
Can the different universities share
what they would like to see in their
students? E.g. What would a typical NUS
student be like? How would a graduate
from NTU differ from a SUTD graduate?

SUTD
SUTD believes in nurturing technically grounded
leaders and innovators, who are resilient and lifelong
learners and employable for life. Not only do SUTD
students possess a good foundation in STEM, they
also have an appetite for risk and possess strong
social and cultural awareness.
SUSS
As a university that embraces lifelong learning, SUSS
hopes to attract students who embrace a similar
learning mindset, who are socially conscious and
willing to contribute back to society.
SIT
SIT hopes its students will impact society in
meaningful ways. Hence, it is focused on nurturing
students who are grounded in the community, who
are adaptable and critical thinkers.

ADMISSIONS
How important are testimonials in the
selection process? Do the universities
really read all the recommendation
letters and testimonials?

Testimonials and recommendation letters are
considered as part of the holistic admission process
for all the universities.
For aptitude-based admission and certain courses
(such as NTU’s Renaissance Engineering Programme
and Medicine), the testimonial and teacher’s
appraisal/recommendation
are
important
considerations for admission.
Testimonials and recommendation letters are also
particularly important when the university has
reservations about a student’s abilities and suitability
for the programme applied to and for scholarship
applications.

ADMISSIONS
How important is one’s performance during
the interview for determining admission? Is
it possible for students who are academically
weaker to be selected over another applicant
based on interview performance? How will
interviews be conducted?
Yes, it is possible for candidates who are academically
weaker to be selected for admission based on the candidate’s
interview performance. For universities such as SUTD, SUSS
and SMU, interviews are part of the holistic admission
process. Every shortlisted applicant will need to go through
an interview to be considered for admission and for certain
courses such as Law, the interviews are crucial. The
exception is SMU, where the top 30% of student applicants
in terms of A-level results will be invited for direct
admission.
However, interviews alone do not determine a student’s
admission. Other factors that will be considered are
academic scores, interviewers’ comments and testimonials.
The interviews function as an assessment of a candidate’s
motivation, attitude, abilities and therefore, the suitability
for the course applied to. If the A-level results are not ideal,
the interviewer may also test the student on fundamental
concepts to assess their understanding beyond what is
indicated in the grades achieved.

ADMISSIONS
How important is one’s performance during
the interview for determining admission? Is
it possible for students who are academically
weaker to be selected over another applicant
based on interview performance? How will
interviews be conducted?

The interview format varies and it can be 1-on-1 or 1
candidate to 2 or 3 interviewers. It can be in-person or via a
digital platform. The universities will inform the candidates
of the format and other necessary requirements prior to the
interview.

ADMISSIONS
This is a question directed at universities
and courses that do not employ 100%
Aptitude-Based Admissions (ABA).
For students who have done very well and
are applying through ABA, will they be
considered together with the general pool of
applicants or just the ABA pool?
NUS
These students can indicate if they want to be considered for
ABA for courses that are not 100% ABA.
If the student has already met the cut-off point and has
indicated that he/she wants to be considered under ABA, the
student will be offered the course and will not be called up
for further interviews.
However, for students who do not meet the cut-off, NUS
would still want to offer these students a chance to present
themselves during the interview although their admission
would also depend on a minimum academic competency to
ensure they can cope with the rigour of the course.
For courses that are 100% ABA, there are different modes of
assessments to assess the attributes that the course is looking
out for in its potential students. For example, Dentistry will
require students to demonstrate dexterity. Medicine will test
if the student has the relevant attributes to be a medical
doctor and for Architecture, the student must submit a
portfolio.

ADMISSIONS
This is a question directed at universities
and courses that do not employ 100%
Aptitude-Based Admissions (ABA).
For students who have done very well and
are applying through ABA, will they be
considered together with the general pool of
applicants or just the ABA pool?
NTU
Candidates will be considered under both tracks
concurrently (general and ABA pool). All candidates will be
considered based on their admission scores and their
aptitude.
If a candidate is unsuccessful in applying for the first choice
course based on grades but performs well at the ABA, the
candidate can still be considered for admission to the first
choice course.
However, similar to NUS, the candidate must still meet a
minimum academic competency, For students interested in
applying to NTU School of Art, Design and Media, a
component of the ABA is the student portfolio and the
criteria are released every year in October.

ADMISSIONS
How different is the new NUS college from
Yale-NUS college?
What are the different opportunities
available for my child in this new college
that merges Yale-NUS with the University
Scholars Programme (USP)?
Yale-NUS offered primarily a liberal arts education. With the
merger of Yale-NUS and the USP, NUS now offers the first
Honours college which will complement a student’s
undergraduate studies.
What this means is that students who apply to NUS will still
belong to their home faculties to study their respective
majors (e.g. Psychology, Life Sciences). However, they now
have the option of taking classes in NUS College where they
will get to experience small-class teaching, exposure to
different disciplines and collaboration with other students
from other faculties. In short, NUS College will expand what
students can learn from a liberal arts education.
Do visit the NUS website
https://nuscollege.nus.edu.sg/

to

find

out

more:

ADMISSIONS
Would students with a poor result in Mother
Tongue (e.g. C5) face more difficulty in
admission?

MTL may be included in the computation of the University
Score. The better of the two scores (i.e. with and without
MTL) will be the University Score of the candidate.
Generally, the requirements for the universities are:
- A minimum 'S' grade for the H1 or H2 MTL paper or
General Studies in Chinese taken at the GCE A-Level
examination
- Pass in the MTL 'B' Syllabus paper at the A-Level
examination
- A minimum D7 for the higher MTL paper taken at the OLevel examination or an MOE-approved MTL-in-lieu; or an
MOE-approved MTL-exemption
However, for some courses, there may be additional
requirements for Mother Tongue. For example, applicants
keen on SIT’s Speech and Language Therapy are required to
fulfil a mandatory second language requirement.
For more information, please visit the subject requirements
found on the universities’ websites.

ADMISSIONS
Is there any disadvantage if a student
applies for admission to a course only in the
2nd or 3rd year after graduation from
Junior College instead of the first year?

Students will be assessed equally alongside the applicants in
that application year. However, depending on the number of
applications vs places available each year, the competition
could vary. Some advantages of applying early are that
students can reserve a place in the university until they ORD
from NS and their tuition fees are pegged to the application
year. On the same note, NS achievements/experience are also
taken into consideration for scholarship applications.

ADMISSIONS
Will priority be given to those who submit
their application early?

Those who submit their application earlier may be invited to
select an interview slot earlier and also obtain an admission
outcome earlier. Other than that, they will be assessed
equally with those who submit their application within the
application window, and holistically based on their academic
merit and non-academic qualities and achievements.

If my child is not successful in the
interviews, will my child be offered his next
preferred course or will he have to re-apply
again the following year?
A student will be considered for his/her subsequent course
choices if he/she is not successful in their earlier choices. As
such, programme choices and ranking of choices are crucial.

ADMISSIONS
What happens if my child who is currently
in NS is unable to obtain permission to
attend interviews or tests?

If your child is unable to attend a test or interview due to NS
commitment, he may ask the school/faculty to reschedule a
suitable date and time. There are also interview slots which
fall on Saturdays (whole day) for NS men to book as well.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
Can an international student pass holder
who graduated from a junior college in
Singapore apply to the local medical school?

International students can apply and there are
international students who are currently studying in
the Faculty of Medicine for both NUS and NTU but this
is a very small number as the bulk of medical students
tend to be Singaporeans and PRs.
This is because medical school requires a long-term
commitment. The cost of training a medical doctor is
very high in terms of the resources required and
medical students are required to sign a bond with the
Ministry of Health.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
A.I seems to dominate most things now, will
career prospects for AI degree courses be
good 6 years from now? If yes, what are
relevant
courses
that
you
would
recommend?

Digital transformation is taking place at a breakneck pace
and artificial intelligence is still in its infancy stage. There
are definitely significant opportunities available in the IT
field even 6 years from now.
Students can consider the Applied Artificial Intelligence
Programme from SIT.
SUTD also commits to equipping every student, regardless of
course, with the relevant digital competencies and
foundation to utilize digital technologies to carry out their
work more effectively. Every student will take courses in AI
data science and machine learning from the first year. For
students in the Computer Science and Design programme,
they can choose to specialize in AI or take a minor in AI to
complement their major. SUTD has also recently expanded
its offerings in AI courses and interested students can opt for
the Design and Artificial Intelligence Programme where they
learn how to apply AI to design better products and services.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
My daughter is contemplating dropping her
H2 Math or H2 Chemistry to H1. If she is
keen to take either life sciences or
psychology and economics in university,
what would your advice be with regard to
which subject to drop?

For SMU, the only subject pre-requisite is H1
Mathematics if the student opts to study Economics and
Communication Science. Apart from this programme,
there are no other subject pre-requisites or preferred
subject combinations. What is more important is the
student’s overall performance at the A-Level.
For NUS, a student must possess H2 Biology and H2
Chemistry to major in Life Sciences. If the student has
not taken H2 Chemistry, he/she will be required to take a
bridging course.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
My daughter is contemplating dropping her
H2 Math or H2 Chemistry to H1. If she is
keen to take either life sciences or
psychology and economics in university,
what would your advice be with regard to
which subject to drop?

For NTU, if a student is interested in the School of
Biological Science, he/she must possess H1 Mathematics,
H2 Biology and H2 Chemistry.
Before making a decision on which subject to drop, please
visit the university website to find out the subject
requirements for the individual courses.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
Are there specific 'A' level subjects that the
universities are looking at when selecting
students for the Psychology course?
What is the minimum entry University
Admission Score (UAS)?

To study Psychology in NTU’s School of Social Sciences,
students ought to have studied at least O-Level
Additional Mathematics or H1 Mathematics and possess a
good pass in General Paper.
To find out the minimum entry UAS for the local AUs,
please refer to the Indicative Grade Profile found on the
universities’ websites.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
Can the universities share a little more
about the strengths of your engineering
courses? Can you also share more about the
partnership with the overseas universities
for Engineering undergraduates?

NUS
NUS Faculty of Engineering is ranked within the top 10
engineering faculties in the world. The latest innovation
to its curriculum combines the Faculty of Engineering
with the School of Design and Environment to form the
College of Design and Engineering.
When a student applies to the Faculty of Engineering in
NUS, he/she can opt for any major (Civil, Material etc)
with no further selection. At the same time, an
unrestricted elective space will enable engineering
students to do a second major in a totally different
course, such as Physics and Engineering.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
Can the universities share a little more
about the strengths of your engineering
courses? Can you also share more about the
partnership with the overseas universities
for Engineering undergraduates?

NTU
NTU offers a great variety of engineering disciplines.
Students and parents might be interested in the
specialized courses within the traditional engineering
programmes offered by NTU for example, Power
Engineering, Information Engineering and Media.
NTU’s School of Material Science and Engineering and
Civil Engineering are also both ranked highly in the
world.
In terms of overseas partnerships, NTU collaborates with
prestigious institutions such as Cambridge University and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
Can the universities share a little more
about the strengths of your engineering
courses? Can you also share more about the
partnership with the overseas universities
for Engineering undergraduates?

SUTD
SUTD has been ranked as the Top Emerging Engineering
School in the world by a survey conducted by MIT.

SMU
Not just an educational institution strong in its business
programme, SMU has recently expanded its offerings with
the Bachelor of Science in Software Engineering.
Interested students will get to experience a whole year
apprenticeship with big organisations such as GovTech
where they will be mentored by professors and software
engineers. Students can also opt to take courses in other
areas, such as legal studies or business analytics, to
complement their major in software engineering.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
Are there any courses that require H2
Physics?

NUS
Computer Engineering. Students without H1 or H2
Physics would need to have an ‘O’ Level pass in Physics
and would be required to take Physics bridging modules.

NTU
Physics and Applied Physics.
For more information, please check the subject
requirements found on the universities' websites.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
For NUS, what is the difference between
pharmaceutical science and pharmacy
course?
Pharmacy involves the study of drug substances, medicinal
products and the use of medicines in patients to achieve
optimal therapeutic outcomes.
While there are some foundational pharmaceutical sciences
covered in the NUS Pharmacy programme, this programme
is chiefly clinical in nature and leads to a professional
healthcare degree and pharmacist licensing to support the
handling and transactions of medications.
As licensed holders of medication, pharmacists will be welltrained to advance patient-focused, medicine-centred
healthcare practices.
This focus is in contrast to that of pharmaceutical scientists
who work towards the discovery, development, testing,
manufacturing, understanding of the market and
regulatory access of medicines.
The NUS Pharmaceutical Science programme will cover a
broad range of these disciplines in greater depth, but will
not delve into clinical practice and does not lead to
licensing like a pharmacist.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
Do the universities still have a special
collaboration with Duke-NUS?

SUTD has a Special Track with Duke-NUS Medical School
where students can be conditionally admitted to its
Doctor of Medicine (MD) programme while being an
undergraduate student at SUTD.
SMU has a SMU-Duke-NUS Medicine Pathway. In fact,
SMU is the only local university which allows students to
take both Law and Medicine at the same time.
NTU has a NTU-Duke-NUS Medicine Pathway.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
Is there any programme available in SUTD
for Arts students?

Arts students can apply to all of SUTD programmes as
long as they have a good Mathematics foundation.
However, some arts students may be more interested in
our BSc in Architecture and Sustainable Design (ASD) as
well as BSc in Design and Artificial Intelligence. They can
choose the programme to major in after the first 3
common terms, and this is guaranteed with no additional
selection required.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
As SIT Physiotherapy is no longer affiliated
to Trinity College Dublin (TCD), does this
mean that there will no longer be exchange
programmes for its students?

While SIT’s Physiotherapy programme is no longer a joint
degree programme with TCD, there are still overseas
exchange/exposure opportunities for our physiotherapy
students. Our students have gone to Netherlands, Japan,
Switzerland just to name a few countries to widen their
horizons.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
For universities that offer music degrees,
what do you look for in terms of
achievements, music education etc?

NUS
You would be required to attend an aptitude interview
conducted by Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music. You
will be assessed holistically by the Conservatory for
admissions.

If my child's university place is confirmed
now, can he change 2 years later when he
finishes NS? Will there be any restrictions?
E.g. will he only be able to choose certain
courses?
There are no restrictions, but your child may be
subjected to additional interviews or assessment (if
required).

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
I am interested in the dietetics and
nutrition course at SIT. I am aware this
course also accepts many Polytechnic
students. May i know what is the ratio of
Junior College students to Polytechnic
students studying dietetics in SIT?
In general, all SIT programmes (with the exception of
Nursing) are open to applicants from various educational
backgrounds and SIT does not mandate a quota on the
number of JC and Poly students in their degree
programmes. However, based on the current cohort of
allied health students, the ratio between JC and Poly
students is about 50-50,

Both NUS and SUSS offer social work?
Why should my child choose SUSS over
NUS?
SUSS focuses on applied learning and flipped classroom
pedagogy. For SUSS Social Work programme, students
will start their Major studies right from Day 1 and
embark on field placement in Year 1. This helps to build
their hands-on practical over the 4 years and accumulate
1000 hours of field placement training. All students will
also declare a Minor in their 2nd year of study.

COURSE
REQUIREMENTS
For NTU: Can you share more about the
Renaissance Engineering Course?

The Renaissance Engineering Programme (REP) is an
integrated, rigorous and fully residential programme with
a curriculum that covers a broad spectrum of multidisciplinary subjects which integrates engineering,
science, business, technology management and
humanities. This 4.5-year programme awards a dualdegree - Bachelor of Engineering Science degree (with
specialisation in a chosen engineering discipline) awarded
by the College of Engineering; and a Master of Science in
Technology Management awarded by the Nanyang
Business School.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, many
students were not able to do much for
their CCAs, so their CCA records are
rather lacking. Does this mean that they
will lose out to the applicants who
graduated before the pandemic when
applying for scholarships?

In terms of assessing students for scholarships, the
challenges brought about by the pandemic will be
taken into account by the scholarship panel.
However, it is important to note that while the
pandemic has brought about challenges, it has also
created significant opportunities for students to
harness and demonstrate other skills, such as digital
skills. It is not true that the pandemic will therefore
make a student less competitive for scholarships.
All universities will take a holistic view of the
student’s scholarship application but what will enable
a student to stand out in his/her application will be
the aptitude, passion for the discipline, how he/she
has overcome adversities and how he/she will be able
to make a difference to society.

SCHOLARSHIPS
In terms of scholarship selection, how
much advantage does a 4H2 applicant
have compared to a 3H2 applicant? How
helpful is a good pass in H3 in
scholarship application?

For competitive scholarships, a 4th H2 subject and
H3 will indeed put students in a better position but
universities will still take a holistic view of the
application and take into account a student’s passion
for the subject, the teacher’s recommendation and a
good personal statement. Therefore, a student with
only 3H2 subjects will still stand a good chance if
he/she fulfils the criteria mentioned.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Does the priority of choices of course
selection affect the opportunities for
scholarship?
For example, Student A who has a better
rank point has put Computer Science as
his third choice whereas Student B put
Computer Science as his first choice and
both students have secured a place in the
programme. Will Student B be favoured
over Student A if they are both vying for
the same scholarship?
Firstly, the scholarship panel will first assess if the
student possesses the necessary attributes for the course.
An important criterion for awarding scholarships is
student interest and passion for the course/subject.
It is likely that in a case like Student A, the student
might have applied for two other courses that he/she did
not qualify for and are courses that are very different
from Computer Science whereas Student B who chose
Computer Science as a first choice course might have
clearly demonstrated a strong interest in Computer
Science right from the start. These are factors that will
be taken into account by the scholarship panel before
deciding who to award the scholarship to.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Would applying for 2 different
scholarships at different universities
simultaneously affect one’s acceptance?

Not at all. The universities will assess students
separately, regardless of where they applied to.

